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The invisible connection between people of different generations often take on visible outlines. Evidence of this can serve as the project. Carmen McRae was an outstanding jazz singer, one of the first singers in the style of bop (by the way, Carmen at one time was the wife of one of the founders of the bop Kenny Clarke). In the prime of his career, Carmen McRae rivaling with stars such as Sarah Vaughan and Ella Fitzgerald. Bassist Jimmy Woody and renowned trumpeter Clark Terry worked for a time with Carmen.

And so today, his own daughter while Woody and Jimmy's daughter, Terry Cross, a talented contemporary singer Shawn Monteiro dedicated memory Carmen McRae special project: a tribute album, To Carmen With Love. Of course, the choice was not accidental. In the liner notes to the album Shawn found a very good memory of the words the singer, whom she always considered a model for themselves and in performing and teaching activities (Monteiro is actively engaged in this work and in the United States and Europe). And besides, I must say that it was for the singer's tribute to a particularly logical.

If you listen to this CD of some of the older albums, Carmen McRae, you'll be amazed similarity of voice and manner of singing Shawn and Carmen. Almost the same deep warm voice, excellent phrasing, a remarkable ability to turn every song into a small theater. For his tribute Shawn selected mainly those songs from the repertoire of Carmen McRae, who belong to the so-called Great American Songbook. You'll hear songs on the disc by Jerome Kern (Yesterdays), Cole Porter (I Concentrate On You), Arlen and Mercer's (Old Black Magic), the brothers Gershwin (Nice Work If You Can Get It), and so on. It is this style of close Shawn Monteiro, is her element, her world, and she generously shares with the audience of his beauty.

At the height of its tasks is valid and the accompanying singer instrumental trio with piano. By the way, the pianist Mike Renzi made in this project is also co-produced the album together with the Shawn. Most clearly, in my opinion, along with Monteiro and its partners have demonstrated their skills, and the final track Nature Boy. On the whole, To Carmen with Love on the rare skill in harmony singer, great music, and in each skvozyaschee Shawn Monteiro taken note of respect for talent and an unforgettable memory of Carmen McRae.

